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TO THE 


Honourable  EDW ARD FOXE, 
Eſq; Colonel to one of Her 
Majeſty's Marine Regiments. 


SIR, 


HE N once I reſolv'd to publiſh theſe following 
Sheets, there could be no manner of Diſpute to 
| whom 1 ſhould dedicate them : They do of Right 
belong to you, upon theſe two Accounts, 

Firſt, In Point of Gratitude, You ate, Sir, in 4 peculiar 
manner my Benefactor; neither ſhall 1 ever be aſhamed to 
ow, that 7 1 ſtand indebted to your Beneficence, for à conſider a= 


Foy part of that little which I enjoy in this World. 


| Secondly, This follo Diſcourſe doth of Right belong 
unto you * only — e you were actually in the Deſcent 
but * reaſon of ht Honour able Poſt and Station you bad 
there; eſpecially for tbat diſtinguiſping Bravery and Conduct, 
which you made appear at our laſt Efforts at La Rota. 

Tho' the Deſign of this Diſcourſe be to prove, that all 
Mankind have a juſt Right and legal Title to all the. Spoil and 
Booty that's taken from an Enemy, after a ſolemn Declara- 


tion of War; yet you, Sir, don't want this Apology, nor 
ſtand in need of thoſe Arguments, I have here brought in vin- 


dication of this Point: Becauſe in this Caſe you were plieas d 
freely to renounce all manner of advantage that came this 
way : Not that to plunder a publick Enemy is @ Crime in it 


A2 ſelf 
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The Epiſtle Dedicator y. 

ſelf, or that you might not have done it as well as others, Sal- 
vo Honore, but by reaſon of a certain admirable T w_ of 
Mind (which the Greeks call usyoNobuula) which in 4 
great meaſure ſeems peculiar to you, 

I think, Sir, in this Caſe I may ſay of you (and I hope 
without Vanity) what once was ſaid of M. Porcius Cato(after a 
rich and mighty Conqueſt) that be frankly relinquiſhed all the 
Advantages of that mighty Spoil : Denying abſolutely to 
take any thing,” ſave what was neceſſary for the Support of his 
Body. 


the Deſcent, having ſome conſiderable Memoirs of that by 
me; but accidentally meeting with two or three State-Max- 
ims, I concluded twas beſt letting it alone, until I bad well 
acquainted my ſelf with the profound Theories, and nicer Spe- 
culations of Humane Polity : But when I have read* Men, as 
J have Books, (and to be free with you, Sir, I deſign for 
the future to employ my Thoughts a little that way) you may 
exped# a Specimen of my Proficiency in that Myſterious, but 


Noble Art. 


J bope, Sir, youll excuſe me for making mention of this 
Particular in an Epiſtle Dedicatory, which probably bad been 
much more proper in a Preface to the Reader - But my De- 


ſign in this Undertaking is brevity, which Argument being 
join'd with that of your Candor, and the Sincerity of my In- 


tentions; 1 cannot but flatter my ſelf with the Hopes of a fa- 
vourable Acceptance; which being granted, twill undoubted- 


ly oblige me upon all Occaſions to be with all poſſible reſpect in 


the World, 
Your Honour | 
::. Moſt Affectionate, and | 
>", Moſt Humble Servant, 


V.& 
* 


7 Tho. Heskith. 
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7 was once in the mind, Sir, to have writ the Hiſtory of 
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PLUNDER: 


HE late Deſcent to Caaiz hath made 
ſuch a mighty Noiſe in the World, that 
it hath not only fill d the Zuropear, but 
alſo the Afiatick and African Courts, 
with various Reflections. This hath not only been 
the Subject of the more piercing and comprehen- 
ſive Genius s, but even of the more plebeian and 
uncultivated Souls. 
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2 A Diſcourſe of Plunder. 

But this Scene having been acted, and over for 
ſome time, one might have ſuppoſed, that every 
thing relating to it, would have been huſh'd, and 
ſlept accordingly : But the Event of this hath 
prov d contrary to others; for the Fame of St. Ma- 

ys and Vigo Gn lieu of growing leſs) doth every 
Day, like the ſhriller Eccho, give a deeper Thun- 
der than the firſt Diſcharge. 

That I may therefore deſtroy all Prejudice of 
this Nature, Ill endeavour (God willing) in the 
following Eſſay, to ſhew what Right and Title 
evefy Officer and Soldier hath ta the Spoil of a 
publick Enemy; and withal demonſtrate, that 
whatever is taken from ſuch, becomes actually 
the Goods of him that takes it. 


And, that I may obſerve both Order and Bre- 
vity ip what I do, Pll examine the true Import of 
the, Word Plunder; | and ſhew/ you what is its 
genuine, its natural, #nd proper fignifieation. 


And Firſt then, this Word may be taken, ei- 
ther in & free, large, and unbounded Senſe , or 
elle in a feſtrained ods, and by way of appropria- 
tion. | 
Firſt, ft may be taken largely, or i 4 Tooſe | 
Senſe, for Theft or Robbe Rapitte, Pillage, 
Foraging, ànd Extortion : And theſe may be con- 
ſidered with reſpect to Perſons or Things, Sacred 
or Civil, Publick or Private. 

198 5 If 


4 Diſſcourſe Plunder. 1 

If we confider the Word Plunder, with reſpect 
to Things Sacred, it's calf'd Sacri- = 

lege; and he, or they, that do plun- 1 

der, or take away any thing of that file: Jie 

Nature, are call d Sacrilegut, and S- ae loco Sacro. fi- 


Ve NON, 


crilegi : Thus the Scholiaſt, upon . — 
Fuflinians Code, defines a Church - W 
Robber to be ſuch an one who takes away fuch 
things that are devoted to the Service of God, 
N it be out of a Place Sacred, or other- 
wiſe. 

But if this Word relate to things of à Civil 
and Publick Nature, it's call's Pecalatac, a rob- 
bing of the Royal Fiske or Common Treaſury z 
and fach Robbers are call'd Peculatores: And of 
this kind of Plunderers there hath F,  .... 
been of late ſome very famous, , Letre- 
who have made it their ſole Buſi- , ns 
neſs, as 71 ally faith of Anthony, to ret, quantum 
live after the manner of Robbers, tere prenuſee.. 


thar they may have as much as they Me 0 
can fairly carry off. rat. 44- | 


But then again, this Word may refer to par: 
ticular Perſons, and to private Concerns; and 
then it's call'd Simplex Fartum, or Simple Theft : 
And of this Evil, not only Men. in a private, but 
allo in a publick Capacity may be guilty : This the 
Roman Orator aſſerts, and makes good in ſeveral 
of his Pleadings againſt Verres the Sicilian 
Prætor. 

And: 


4 A Diſcourſe of Plunder. 


And in many of his Orations , 
Cic. Orat. 2. there's nothing more frequent than 
Nor, Quin. to meet with ſuch Sayings as-theſe : 
| Philipp. no. Tam C. Fortunis Spoliari mmi Digni- 
tat. 3 14. tate, ac ſpe Salutiſ: to be plunder d 
of ones Reputation and Eſtate, of 
ones Dignity, and of the very Hopes of Saſety. 
And thus I have briefly conſidered this Word 
Plunder, according to its firſt acceptation; vir. 
in a diſſuſive, extenſive, and unlimited Senſe. 

It remains therefore that I proceed to conſider 
it, in a more natural and proper ſignification 
and in this caſe it's uſually taken for Prey, Booty, 
or Riches, or for any other valuable Effects, which 
are, or may be taken from any Monarchy, Ariſto- 
cracy, Democracy, or from any other Govern. 
ment or Society of Mankind, after the ſolemn De- 
claration of War, This is the true Notion and 
Import of the Word, and may, 1 think, very well 
be term'd an adequate and comprehenſive defini- 
tion of the thing. For a ſolemn Declaration of 
War legitimates Plunder, or whatever is taken 
under that Name, either from a ſingle Perſon, or 
from a Multitude; whether it be in a Battle, be- 
fore, or after it is done, | 
. Having thus fix d the true Senſe of the Word, 
I ſhall endeavour to make it appear, That all Spoil 

or Plunder that's taken from a Common Enemy, 
whether it be more or leſs, becomes actually the 


Goods of him or them that take it. 
This 


A Diſcourſe of Plunder, 5 
This is clear firſt from the Law of God. 
And to make this good, hall begin with that 
illuſtrious Inſtance of Abrams purſuing, enga- 
ging, and conquering Chedorlaomer, and his Ally- 
Kings; returning home bleſt with Victory, and 
loaden with the mighty Plunder of Sodom and Go- 
morrah. And when Aram heard that his Brother 
was taten Captive, he arm'd his trained Servants 
born in his Honſe, 318, and parſued them unto 
Dax. And he divided himſelf againſt them, he and 
his Servants by Night, and [mote them, and pur- 
ſaed them unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of 
Damaſcas. And he brought back all the Goods, and 
his Brother Lor; with the omen and People, Gen. 
14. 14, 15, 16. Ard the King of Sodom went out 
to meet him (after his return from the ſlang hter -4 
Chedorlaomer and ſaid unto Abram, give me the 
Perſons, and take the Plunder to thy ſerfs V. 17, 
and 21. Our Common Tranflation hath it, tate 
the Goods to thy ſelf. And Pagninat, in his Inter- 
lineary Verfion of Arias Momanus, faith, Cape 
Sabſtantiam (i. e.) Take to thy ſelf the Booty or 
Prey; and the 72 render it, # 5 im Adpt oveura, 
Take the Cattle to thy ſelf. I take this Expreſ- 
fion to be a Synecdoche, when a part is under- 
ſtood by the whole, or the whole by the part. 
For in the more early and innocent Ages of the 
World, before Galleons and Ingots of Gold, and 
Pigs of Silver were fo very common, Mens grea- 
teſt Fortunes then conſiſted im Flocks, Gin 26 1. 
and Herds,and Cattle; this being the 14,30, 43. 
C _ Jon: 


6 A. Diſcourſe of Plunder. 
prineipal part of their Subſtance, or their Riches 
conſiſting, moſtly in this, their Gain or Loſs took 
its Denomination accordingly. But Abram an- 
ſwer'd the King of Sodom, and ſaid: / have lift up 


my Hand ts the Lord, the moſt High God, the Poſ- 
ſeſlor of Heaven and Earth, That J will not take 


from a Thread even to 4. Shoo-Latchet , ſave only 


that which the young Men have eaten, and the Por. 
tion of the Men which went with me, Amer, Ehcol, 
and Mamre, let them have their Portion, Gen. 14. 
22, 23, 24. (. e.) Tho' I by reaſon of my Oath 
and Vow to God, will not take the leaſt Moiety 
of that Spoil and Plunder (which by my Conduct 
and Valour) I have taken from the Enemy ; yet 
let all thoſe Men that fought under me, have their 
reſpective Dividends, in proportion to their Poſts 
and Merit. e 

But methinks I hear ſome. object, and ſay, this 
Inſtance is ſo far from illuſtrating the Point in 
hand, that it rather ſeems. to juſtifie the contrary.: 
For Abram (ſay they) was a Man of incompara- 


ble Piety and Juſtice, and therefore refus'd: to 


partake of that.Spoil, which he beliey'd. to be un- 
juſtly taken. 

[ anſwer firſt, Abram did not refuſe to partake 
of the Spoil, becauſe it was unjuſtly taken, cither 
from the Ally-Kings by Abram, or. from the Kings 


of Sodom and Gomorrah, by Chedorlaomer and his 


Confederates : We cannot ſuppoſe the firſt, except 
at the ſame time we conclude, that holy Abram. 
could be guilty of Robbery and Murder: Nor 

A | can 


A Diſcourſe of Plunder. 7 
can we conclude the ſecond, becauſe Chedorlaomer 
had declared War againſt them, upon the account 
of their revolting from him. For the Text faith, 
that Twelve years they ſerved Chedor- 3 
laomer , (i. e. they were tribut 
to him) and in the thirteenth year they rebelled againſt 
him. 

But Abram refus'd to meddle with the Plunder 
which he had taken from thoſe Kings, becauſe he 
made a ſolemn Vow to God, when he drew up 
his Troops to purſue them, that if he. would ſuc- 
ceed his Attempt, he would not inrich himſelf with 
one Farthing of that Spoil. This was a moſt ſo- 
lemn Oath, which 4bram made in the Preſence of 
God; and, by conſequence, 'twas religiouſſy to be 
obſerved. 

Secondly IT anſwer, That to partake ofthis Booty 
could not be a Sin, becauſe Abram conſented, that 
all thoſe Men that were with him in the Engage- 
ment ſhould have their reſpective ſhares: For it 
can never be . that ſo great a Man as 
Abram (who's call'd by God the Father of the 
Faithful) could be guilty of ſo groſs an Error, as 
to encourage and perſwade Men to the doing. of 
that, which he believ'd in his Conſcience to be 
unlawful : This flatly contradicts that-illuſtrious 


Character which God is pleas'd to give of him: 


For I know him (ſaith God) that he | 

will command his Children and. his Sen. 18. 17. 

Houſhold after him, that they ſhall keep the way of 

the Lord, to do Fuſtice and fudgment, ke. 
1 | | Another 


* 


1 Diſcourſe of Plunder. 
Another Inſtance from Scripture, in order to 
juſtifie what I have laid down in 7heſi concerning 
this Matter, ſhall be that from Foſbua, the 8, and 
2. And thou ſhalt do unto Ai, and her King, as thou 


didſt unto the Ki 7 of Ferico : The Spoil thereof, and 


the Carte! thereof ſhall ye take for a Prey unto your 


ſelves, The Septuagint tranſlates it A Tecvoulw = 


erg, x, rd nTWEY e Te groudUobs crows. (Le.) 
Frumentando Frumentaberis, in Foraging thou ſhalt 


forage, or in Plundering thou ſhalt plunder : ¶ J. e.) 


Thou ſhalt take all their Subſtance where-ever thou 
finds it, without any manner of regard, either to 
the Quantity, or to the Quality thereof. For the 
Word Te: doth not only ſignifie Forage ; 
but it's alſo taken for all manner of Booty, which 
Soldiers get when they go a foraging : And the 


verb Tegrado imports both to forage, and to 


lead Captiye : So that theſe two Words (Gegruw 
1e,m obe) being join'd, they include a mighty 


Einphaſis, a Figure, wherein more's to be under- 


ſtood than what's expreſs d. 

But before I diſmiſs this Inſtance, twill be worth 
our while to conſider the Purport of that Expreſ- 
ſion, the Spoil thereof, and the Cattel thereof 


hall ye take for a Prey unto. your ſelves. 


Tho Zoſhas was Captain General of that Army, 
and was commanded by God to go againſt Ai, yet 
he did not preſume [after the manner of ſome, to 
take all the Plunder, or the greateſt part to himſelf: 
but to be content with a moderate ſhare. For 
God faid, take the Spoil unto your ſelves ; (i. e.) 

let 


1 


ERS. A... . 3. 


A Diſcourſe of Plunder. 9g 
let it be divided amongſt the Officers n 
and Soldiers, according to their re- 2 1 
ſpective Poſts and Merits. Cod did paucis Tribunus, 
not ſay to Taſbas, Take thou the be %, greg 
Spoil unto thy ſelf, or do thou divide Sonde com- 
it amongſt thy principal Officers, but mw «fe . 
let every one, have a ſhare in it, that n Le. 
went againſt that Place : For there's 
nothing more agreeable to Reaſon than this, that 
they who ſhare in the common Danger, ſhould 
partake of the common Advantage. 
Thus the //raelites, whenever they war d againſt 
the Aborigines of Canaan, fo ſoon as ever they ſub- 
du'd them, they ſhar'd the Spoil. Dent. 20. 14. 
And the Cattel, and all that's in the City, even all 
the Spoil thereof, ſhalt thou tate unto thy elf; and 
thou ſhalt eat the Spoil of thy Enemies, which the 
Lord thy God hath gives thee. | 
And Foſbus when he'd conquer'd the Canaanites, 
and the Men of ael had Peace on every ſide, he 
order d em to go to their ſeveral Abodes, that they 
might enjoy, and divide the Spoil of their Enemies. 
And be ſpake unto them, ſaying , Return with 
much Riches unto your Tents, and with very much: 
Cattel ; with Silver, and with Gold, ul 32.8; ** 
and with Braſs, and with Tron, a?! 
with very much Raiment, and divide ye the Spoil 
of your Enemies, &e. 
And thus pious 4/z,after his defeating Zerah,and 
a Million of Men, carried off all the Plunder of that 


formidable Hoſt; --- and they carried amay very much 
/ | D 


Spoil; 


10 MA Diſcoutſe of Plunder. 
Soil; and they ſmote all the Cities round about Gerar, 
. gg them, for there was exceeding much Spoil 
in them: they [mote alſo the Tents of Cattel, and car- 
ried away Sheep and Camels in abunatnce,and returned 
to Jeruſalem. 2 Chrun. 14. 13, 14, 15. 

I might, if I pleas'd, bring a too more Inftan- 
ces from Scripture to make good this Argument: 
But I ſuppoſe that there's as much Strength and 


Truth in one ſingle Divine Authority, as there is 
in many : Beſides, ſhould I enlarge upon Argu- 


ments of this Nature, twould ſwell the Eſſay be- 


yond its intended Bulk. 
And thus much for the Law of God. I ſhall now 
ftep on to conſider that of Nature and Nations. 
And firſt for the Law of Nature. 


Now by the Law of Nature, I underſtand ſuch 


— Principle of Reaſon, as is connatu- 
lizeſt rela ra. Tal to every individual of the ratio- 
eie, nature con nal Species. Thus Cicero tells us, 
—.— that the Law of Nature is right Rea- 


4 in omnes, 


Ib. 1. de Le- fon, congruous to Nature, and diffu- 
eib. ſed amongſt all. 


omi enm And elſewhere the Agreement of 
— · KN all Nations in every thing, is reputed 
dam; Lex N. to be the Law of Nature, becauſe 
1 Conſent of all is the Voice of 
Deedion libs. Nature. And S Wares defines it 
| to be ſomething inbred in the Soul 

Eft illa que Of Man, whereby he diſcerns honeſt 


r from diſhoneſt, cc. 


cerzendum boneſtum 4 turpe, &c. De Legib, lib. 1. 


4 Diſcourſe of Plunder. 11 
Now even in this Senſe, and according to this 
Acceptation, it's lawful to ſpoil, and to plundera 
declared and publick Enemy. | 
Firſt, becauſe the Teachings of Nature inſtru- 
Qeth us to teach others, as they do , or would 
treat us, wer't in their Power : As ſor inſtance, 
ſhould any endeavour to deſtroy, and plunder our 
Lives and Fortunes, the Dictates of Nature are, 
that we ſhould forthwith obviate the Deſign, fru- 
ſtrate their Attempts z and return, if poſſible, the 
Judgment upon their own Heads. The Truth of 
this Notion , the very Doctrine of the Goſpel 
owns, if it be taken in a publick and political ſenſe 
wdgment (ſaith our Saviour) 


as Ido: For withwhat # 
ye judge, ye ſbal be judged ; and with what meaſure ye 
wete, it ſhall be meaſur d to you again. 

Again, the Law of Nature ſuggeſts, that it's law- 
ful for me to take away that Man's Goods, whoſe 
Life I may lawfully take away at the ſame time: 
For if I have Power over that which is greater, I 
have a Power over that which is leſs. Now, the 
Riches and Profits of this World are much inferior 
to the Life of Man, tho' it be taken in an animal 
Senſe, and purely with reſpect to this World; and 
therefore, by conſequence, if Nature gives me a 
Rightto the greater, it much more juſtifies my 
Title to that which is leſs. This very thing the 
Roman Orator juſtifies in en- e 2 contra naw 
preſs Terms, Neither is it ram, / oliare eum ſi poſſis, 
(faith he) againſt the Lam of 9que% boneſtum eſt necare. 
Nature to ſpoil that Man of _—_ 
| all 
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all the e be hai ß whom vhow wayit bone kill i 
thou canſt.' Por by the Law of Nature every 0 
| " hath a juſt Dominion and Lordſhip 
Grot. de ur. over the Body-and Goods of a 4 
FERN dec. lick Enemy, ; whenover-they happen 
e, tc fall within his Power: | Neither 
doch this Truth only hold god in caſe of a juſt 
War, but alſo on the other ſide: For fuppoſè a War 
ſhould be commenced unlawfully,' or upon unjuſt 
Grounds, . muſt una voably be on one lide 
or the other; yet is not my E Y reſponſible 
for any manner of Damage he hath done to my Bo- 
dy or Eſtate; neither ean I purſue him as a 45 
or Homicide upon this ore. Quicquiq' in Foſs: 
bas feci, jus Belli dæfendii, faith Zit lib. 28. .- 
ever we do to our Fnemies, the A 455 4"Privitege, 7 
War defends us. e ns H HO WET: 
Thirdly, Without doing' this there's no Self pre- 
ſervation, which appears to be the firft r 
of Nature, the moſt clear and indiſputable Idea o 
any thing, chat can ly fall utider the ode: 
ment of Mankind: Fer *tis unreaſonable for any 
Man to ſuppoſe,” this he can ſuffieiently guard nl 
ſecure his Life and Fortun&agataft the reſtleſs En- 
deavours and Attempts of his Enemies, except he 
uſe ſuch means as are proper for that end and pur- 
poſe. Now there's nothing can give Men a grea- 
ter Security againſt the Power of their Enemies, 
than the weakneſs thereof; and there's nothing I 
know of that can ſo eſſectually weaken any Covern. 
ment or Society of Mankind, as is that ſpoiling 
and 
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and plundering of their Subſtance and Riches, This 
is a Truth atteſted with ſo many freſh Experien- 
ces, that there's.nodiſpating it. For what Pover- 
ty'sto a ſingle Perſon, tis the ſame to a Commu- 
nity : This makes us good - natur d, humble and 
ſubmiſſive; removes the proud Fleſh, and makes 
Men willing to hearken to, Reaſon, and to em- 
brace Juſtice: But vaſt Riches make Men haugh- 
ty, turbulent and unruly ; Oppreſſors, Tyrants, 
and Contemners of the Poor, the Weak and Feeble. 
Slavery's the Effet of a Deſpotick Power, and Ar- 
bitrary Government is the Iſſue of infinite and un · 
bounded Riches: There's no way therefore to cure 


and remove thoſe Evils, but by deſtroying the Foun- 


dation thereof. 


The beſt way then to preſerve our ſelves, is to 
wound our Enemies; and the beſt way to wound 


our Enemies, is in the moſt ſenſible part; and the 
moſt ſenſible part of our Enemies, is their Riches 
and Trade: Therefore to wound em in their Riches 
and Trade, is the beſt way to preſerve us. 


And if this be ſo, then the conſequence muſt be, 


that to deſtroy, or to carry off the Riches and Ef- 
fects of our Enemies, is a Dictate and Ray of Nature, 
Quad probandum erat 
But then again negatively ; not to do this, is to 
ſtrengthen and encourage onr Enemies, to weaken 
and diſhearten our ſelves, and, conſequently, to en- 
deavour our own Ruin and Deſtruction: For he, or 
they, who concur directly, or indirectly, to the 
taking away of their own Lives, are by our Laws 
| E -term'd 


private Defence, hom much more will it vin 
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term'd Felo, or Felones de fe, (i. e.) Self-Murde- 
rers. Now, whoever they be, who negleQ, or re- 
fuſe to deſtroy or ſpoil an Enemy, when tis .in 
their Power ſo to do, they do actually, and in an 
explicit Senſe, become guilty of that charge by their 
ſo doing. 
It remains now in the next place, that I attempt 
to make good this Aſſertion, from the Law of Na- 
tions: But becauſe Topicks of this nature are ſo 

very numerous, that were they laid together, t 
would compile a mighty Volume, I ſhall therefore, 
for brevity*s ſake, only produce the more illuſtrious. 
En de  F oecbimus Mynſinger, in his Scho- 
3 70 bu, jn- lia upon Fuſtinian's Imperial Inſtitu- 
io bello capi- tions, tells us; That all thoſe things 
ue de #4 Which we take from our Enemies in 
tinm noſtrs f. a juſt War, do become ours by the 
ane, &c Lib a. Law of Nature and Nations And in 
Ti? .. anſwering an Objection he proceeds: 
I (faith he) the Law of, Mature doth juſtifi every 
rate the 
publick? Whence it comes to pals, that whoever 
offends in exerciſing Force and Violence, to the di- 
ſturbing of humane Society, the defence of War is 
lawfully made uſe of againſt fuch; neither js it reaſo- 
nable, that either the Goods or Perſons of ſuchOffen- 
ders ſhould be free from Plunder and Deſtruction. 
Thus Fengphon', in his Education of Cyrus + 
Jaca e Mar apc, Ne ir! 
1b. ). G. There is (faith he) an eternal 
| Law among (i Men, that whenever a City 


iS 
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is taken from an Enemy, 44 the Booty and Riches 
thereof immediately become the Viftors, And Plu 
tarch, in his Life of Alexander, declares, That 
whatever the Conquered poſſeis'd, the moment 
they were conquered, it ought torthwith to be 
called the Goods of the Conqueror. And to this 
purpoſe, Philip, in his Epiſtle to the Atheniaus, tells 
dem, mie We mes S i TW Te lvOr me- 
„ GC. Me all enjoy and poſſes (ſaith he) 
thoſe: Town that mere either left us by our Anceſtors, 
or which we now poſſeſs by the Right of Mar. 

To this purpoſe, Livy making mention of Mar. 
cellus the Roman Conſul after the taking of Syracuſe, 
and with how great Integrity he hade 
ſettled all the publick, Affairs in S. 4 %% fu 
cily 3 whereby he had not only eſta- & parta' Bel 
bliſhed his own Reputation, but aug- e. tub lib. 
2 Glow ofthe Romer Peo- * 3 
ple, by plundening and carry ing away all the Or- 
naments, the Enſigns and publick Records of Hra- 
caſe to Rome: He tells us that theſe were the Spoils of 
the Enemy, which they had got by the Right of War. 
And the ſame Livy elſe where purſuing; the ſame 
Topick, affirms, That the Roman Legates being ſent 
to Philis, in order to diſoourſe hima n 
bout Cortath, and ſome other Cities e 
of Thrace, he anſwer dem, At for e 
debate that Matter with the Roman 357 7 2 
General my ſelf Home ver, inthe inte- 33. y 531 
rim, you may ak him, A bether he 


thinks 


we” "yp AY —— . — 
".\ 9 
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thinks it more unn eaſanable, that 1 ſhould give up thoſe 
Cities which I had taken by the Lam of Har, or theje 
Jenjoy by an Hereditary Poſſeſſion ?' By: which Argu- 
ment Philip fairly infinuares, that he had as = 
a Title to the firſti as to the laſt ; and that the Ro 
man. 2 with equal Juftie demand the one as 
Other. £ 

This was the Opinion of Caius de Lawyer, What. 
ever (Gith he) is plunder'd from an Enemy, it imme- 
2 . drately (by the Law of ations be- 

Natur 8 alt. comes his that tout it. 

And Theophilus, in his Inſtitutions, calls this 
quereav- v7hov,.a natural Acquiſition, or a proper 
Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment ;' becauſe in this caſe nor 
any particular thing is conlider'd, but ſimply what's 


bare Matter of Fact; and from his very Conſidera- 


tion doth that thing call'd Aus, (i. e) Right or 
Title, derive its Original. Becauſe all Dominion 


and Lordſhip over things, or any Right, Title, 
or Property, we either have to, or can have in 
em, proceeds either from a N Natural, or a 
National Law. | 
If we therefore refle@t1 upon the Law of Nations, 
we ſhall find this to be an inconteſtible Verity, That ; 
whatever's. taken from an Enemy by the Law of 


War, it incontinently becomes theirs 9 took it: 


And by the ſame Law, whatever's taken from an 
—— which a little before was in the poſſeſſion 
of a third Perſon, it forthwith becomes — that 
took it, notwithſtanding any Pretenſion, Title, 
or Claim made by that third Perſon to the con- 


trary. 
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, beg, And the Reaſon's this, becauſe the Law of 
ations gave our Enemies that took it firſt, . a juſt 
Title to all they took by the Law of War; and, 
conſequently, they being in poſſeſſion of the ſaid 
Effects when we took em, they immediately be- 
come ours by the ſaid Law. | | 
This is very evident from the Caſe of David a- 
gainſt the 4malekites ; for he did not only recover 
the Spoil and Booty that they had taken from him, 
but alſo all that Prey and Riches which the Amale- 
kites had taken from the Philiſtins; this David 
poſſeſs d as his own, and gave it to others as he 
pleas'd. But what he took in this caſe from the 
Amalekites by the Right of his Sword, he had a juſt 
Claim and Title to it by the Law of Nations, not- 
withſtanding any Remonſtrance to the contrary. 
Halicarnaſſeus, in the 6th Book of his Hiſtory, 
gives us a noble Inſtance of this nature: Zhe Volſci, 
an ancient People in Italy and the Aborigines of the 
City Anxur, demanded (ſaith he) of the Roman 
Senate, that they might be repoſſeſs'd of thoſe Lands 
which Titus Largius had taten from em: To which 
Demand the Dictator anſwer d: Ve Romans (faith 
he) believe no Eſtates, Riches or Poſſeſſions, to be 
more legal, honeſt, juſt, and true, than thoſe we have 
taken by our Bow and our Sword; nor can we be indu- 
ced by any fooliſh compliance, to deſtroy thoſe Monu- 
ments of our Proweſs and Bravery ; which we milſt 
unavoid abiy ao, ſhould we reſtore what we have taken 
from you. No, O Vollci ! be this far from us; for 
we are reſold not only to ſhare what we have = 
5 rom 


as 
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from you with our Fellow Citizens, but even to tranſ- 
mit the (ame to our Poſkerity, © bs 

And again, in the 7th Book of the ſaid Hiſto- 
Tian, we find the Romans anſwering the Yolſci to 
the ſame purpoſe : We efteem that to be the beſt 
Tenure or kind of Poſſeſſion, which is got by the Law 
of Har; not that we are the Authors of this Law, or 
that it was inſtituted by us ; but rather that this was 
given us by the Gods: This being the Opinion and 

Practice of all Nations, whether Greeks or Barba- 
Tians 3 and therefore we will not give away that Right 
which we have to thoſe things which we took from you 
in War, liſt we ſhould entail” upon our ſelves 4 lefling 
Infamy, by yielding up that through Comardiſe and 
Fear, which we have purchac d by our Valour, by 
our Courage and Conduct. 165 

Thus then it's clear from the Law of God, of 
Nature, and Nations, that it's lawful to plunder a 
publick Enemy ; and that whatever Spoil, Riches, 
or Booty is taken from ſuch, doth moſt juſtly and 
rightly become his or theirs that take it. 

However, for a further Confirmation of this 
Matter,Iſhall,ex abundanter, or by way of Corollary, 
make this good from the greateſt Generals in this 


Caſe. | 

p 2 | Thus Papillius the Conſul, 
a £rde omni Caftrorum after he had engag'd the Gauls, 
exercitum opulentumgue and by the Bravery of the Ro- 
Gallicis Spoliit Romani mans, had Quite rooted that nu- 
a Ge, Liv. 1.7: merous and barbarous Hoſt 
hn being Maſter of the Field, and 


conſequently 
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conſequently of all the Baggage, he divided the 
Spoil of the Enemy amongſt the Soldiers, march- 
ing his victorious Army back to Rome, richly loa. 
den with Gauliſb Plunder. 5 

Thus Hannibal the Punick General, after he had 
beſieg d and ſack d the rich Carteja, and march'd. 
his Victorious Army into Winter- 

Quarters, he fairly divided the. Spoil 1 
amongſt em, and punQually paid cirus, i lber. 
'em all their Arrears; and by this #4 deduttus off 
means (faith the Hiſtorian) he won- ern, . 
derfully engaged to himſelf the fend pre: 
Minds and Affections both of Citi» 2 cum fide 
Zens and Soldiers. And 'tis not to 37, — 
be doubted, that good Payment is eig; ani- 
the Life of an Army; that this Tm / - 
ſtrengthens the Nerves of all Endea- lib. 21.5, 
vours, and fixeth our Reſolutions in 

the boldeſt Attempts, according to chat of an in- 
comparable Scot : Nel auro efficacins, an 

pr æſertim in Marte & amore, &c.— _ 

And when Marcellus had taken Syracuſe by AL: 
fault, after he had ordered a Queſtor to guard the 
Publick Treaſury, he gave the Plun- __ 
der of the City intirely to the Sol. 2 —— 
diers, having firſt ſet a Safeguard 
upon all thoſe Houſes which had ſubmitted to the. 
Roman Government. | | 

I'll but add one Inſtance more, and it ſhall be 
from our own Annals: When Faward the Third 
had beſieged Calais, Henry Earl of Derby and Lan- 


caſter 
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cafter © (afterwards Henry the Fourth) having in 
ſundry Battles worſted the Duke of Vormandy, and 
taken ſeveral conſiderable Places from him: A- 
mongſt the reſt, he took the Famous Town of 
Brigerac, Which he gave intirely into the Hands of 
the Soldiers, permitting every one to ſeize what 
Houſe he pleaſed, and to convert all therein to his 
own Profit. Upon this it happen d, that a certain 
Soldier, call'd Rerh, hit upon a Houſe, wherein 
the Collectors of the Publick Revenue (for a grea- 
ter Safety) had ftow'd a vaſt Ssumm; upon which 
he immediately acquaints the Earl, ſuppoſing that 
he did not intend ſo great a Treaſure for a private 
Share : To whom the Earl reply'd, That he inten- 
| ded every thing ſhowld be according to his Proclama- 
tion, and therefore, let the Treaſure be what it would, 
*twas all his own. 
Wee Lex eft Faſtior ulla —— 

But ſome may reply, and ſay, ſhould it be gran- 
ted to each private Soldier, to plunder where and 
when he lik d beſt, then in this Caſe his Condi- 
tion would be much preferable to that of an Offi- 
cer; who is always obligd to attend his Com- 
mand, and to obey ſuch Orders as are given him 
by the General, or by the commanding Officer 
for that time. I anſwer, tis not to be ſuppos'd, 
that any private Centinel can have any Privilege 
in this Point before that of an Officer; for as eve. 
ry Officer is bound to obey his General, or Com- 
wander in chief, ſo is every Centinel to obey ſuch 
Orders as they receive from their reſpective Offi- 

| | cers. 
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cers. For as no Officer is to abdicate his Com- 
mand, or: to leave his Station (let the Temptation 
of the Plunder be what it will) upon pain of 
Death, or at leaſt of being caſhiered; ſo, in like 
manner, every Centinel's bound to keep his Poſt, 
upon the like Penalty. * al 

However, for the farther clearing of all Diffi- 
culties; and for the ſolving all Objetions of this, 
and the like Nature, I ſhall premiſe theſe follow- 
ing Particulars. - 750 | 
All Riches and Booty that's got by a Land-Army 
in War; is either in the mid(t of a Battle, or after 
it's done: either in the taking of a Town by Af 
fault, or plundering it after it's yielded: As for 
what's got by Foragers and Moroders, we'll wave 
that as foreign to our purpoſe. a e 

Firſt then, Whatever's got in the Heat of Battel 
by any Officer or Soldier, it immediately becomes 
theits that took it, notwithſtanding any Pretenſion, 
Right, or Claim made by any (whoſoever) to the 
contrary. As for inſtance, Suppoſe an Officer or 
Soldier ſhould in an Engagement meet with the 
Marſhals of France, Fendome or Bonfflers, and 
ſhould have the good luck either to kill or take 
'em Priſoners, ſhould either of theſe Heroes have 
the Crown- Jewels of France about em, that Offi- 
cer, or that Soldier (be what they willy have an 
indiſputable Right to all: For the Law of Nature 
and Nations do grant this, as the Reward of their 
Bravery, and the Price of their Blood. 


G But 


- 
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But then, as for the Plunder of a Camp after the 
Battel's over, this is a quite different Point. For in 
this Caſe,it hath been very uſual for great Generals, 
to prohibit Officers and Soldiers from plunderiog ; 
leſt whilſt they were buſied about that Affair, the 
Enemy ſhould rally, and regain the Victory. But 
ſo ſoon as the Victory's well ſecured, the General 
commonly gives Orders to ſpoil the Enemies 
Camp, and all their Baggage; with this reſerve, 
that a certain Portion of the Plunder ſhould be 
kept for them who were actually upon Duty; as 
allo for thoſe that were ſick and wounded. 

And the ſame Method was followed (by thoſe 
illuſtrious Sons of Mars) whenever any Towns 
were taken by Aſſault, or yielded by the Enemy, 
except in this laſt Caſe ; for in this they ſometimes 
uſed a different Method : For if the Town yielded, 
was large, and well ſtor d with rich Booty, the 
General commonly order'd an Invoice to be made 
of all the Effects, with a juſt Eſtimate of their 
Quality and Goodneſs ; and when this was- done, 
upon the firſt occaſion, the Whole was expoſed to 
Sale, and the Money thence ariſing divided a- 
mongſt the Officers and Soldiers, in proportion to 
their Poſts and Service. 

But before I can proceed any further, tis neceſ- 
ſary that I obviate an Objection, which will un- 
doubtedly engage me in this Place. | 
is true, ſay ſome, the Law of Nature and Na- 
tions ſeems to favour this Opinion, and be on this 
lide the Argument; but we muſt now conſider 

I Nature 
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Nature as debauch'd, and out of order, and conſe- 
quently tobe no no juſt Rule and Standard, where- 
by to judge and to meaſure our Actions. 

And tho' thoſe Inſtances brought from Scripture, 
are a good Argument to prove, that God allows 
of the Deſtruction and Plund'ring of his Enemies, 
. when he gives a peculiar Order and Commiſſion 
for that end and purpoſe, as he did to Abram, 
Foſhua, and to ſeveral other pious Kings and Prin- 
ces; yet what's this to us who are Chriſtians, who 
pretend to be Followers of Chriſt, and to believe 
the Truths of his Doctrine, which is a-Doftrine of 
Peace and Forgiveneſs ? 47] 

To the firſt I anſwer : Tho? our Protoplaſt, by 
Diſobedience and Unbelief, weaken'd all the Fa- 
culties and Powers of his Soul, ſo that every thing 
within him became feeble and out of order; yet, 
notwithſtanding all this, the firſt Principles of his 
Reaſon, the greater Lines of his Duty, remain'd 
in ſome meaſure legible and apparent : There's ſtill 
ſo much Light and Reaſon left within us, as is ca- 
pable to convince us of our Miſeries, to inſtruct us 
in, and to put us upon the Practice of thoſe firſt; 
thoſe great and mighty Laws of Religion and 

uſtice. | 
a For tho it be granted that Nature's debauch d, and 
hath loſt very much of its native Perfection; and 
conſequently, as ſuch, is no fit Rule to ſquare our 
Actions by: Yet there's ſo much Light from that 
dull Taper, as will guide us to our Duty, if wiſely 
managed by Reaſon and Reflection. | 
But 
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But, beſides this, we, who are Chriſtians, have 
the Advantage of Reveal d Religion; which, when 
rightly apply d, will undoubtedly make good all 
other Deficiencies. 254 

But then, | 

Secondly, I anſwer: Tho' the Goſpel of Chrift 
be a Doctrine of Peace and Forgiveneſs, yet it no 
way prohibits our engaging in a juſt War, eſpe- 
cially when 'tis for the Preſervation of our Religi- 
on, of our Laws and Liberties. 

And that I may clear this Point, I ſhall firſt of 
all ſhew, that to wage War is conſiſtent with a 
State of Chriſtianity : 5 

And Secondly, I'll produce ſuch Reaſons as will 
juſtifie the Fact. | 

And the firſt Inſtance ſhall bring from the New 
Teſtament, is, that of Zate 3. 14. And rhe Soldiers 
likewiſe demanded of him, ſaying, and what ſhall we 
do? And he ſaid unto em, Do violence unto no Man, 
neither accuſe any falſly, and be content with your a- 
ges. Nd Nag eo, Me in quenquam inſoleſcat is, 
we opprimat is aliquem, neminem male tradl atis, Cc. 
(i. e. Don't behave your ſelves imperiouſly; don't 
opprels, or treat any barbarouſly, in exacting any 
thing either by force or fear : This muſt be un- 
dexſtood concerning the Innocent, and thoſe that 
were not their declar'd and publick Enemy. For 
when any Government or Society of Mankind de- 
clares War againſt another, or gives juſt reaſon for 
another to declare War againſt them; in this caſe, 
thoſe Expreſſions of Oppreſſion, Force, Violence, 
wel - Cruelty, 
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Cruelty, Exaction, cv. in ſttictueſs of Terms, are 
Improprictics in and -canſequently unap- 
plieabſe. For t of War legitimates all thoſe 
things ; ſo that properly ſpeaking, they re nothing 
but the Executions: of Juſtice 
The Baptiſt then in this place darth not com- 
niand: the Soldiers to caſt away their Arms, or tb 
renounce that Oath of Fidelity they'd made jo:their 
Prince or General; (as things that ugquali 
for cbe Reception of the Doctrine of Chriſt) —— 
ſtrictly fortuds em, under any pretence' af their 
Office, to vex, afflict, orito rob any of the com- 
mon or meaner people, or falſiy to agcuſe, the in- 
nocent; which Crimes have been too Common a. 
But as Mr. Calvin obſervesin-this | | " lathe 21 
Caſe; ifitheDoArine ee Gin” T 4 
was to prohibit and comemn alt 
War, men the paptiſt, who new very well whac 
the State and Nature of that Law | was to be, (in 
liauiof bidding che Soldiers be: content with their 
Wages, and to do violencetonpMan)wouldimame- 
diatelyrhave:charg'd-'em to have e t that:Imploy- - 
ment, as ;withithe La pf Ghrift: But 
thisbeididagt, und therefore che con h,ẽEno mut 
r is kabſiltent with a State of 
1 93621109 Ti 1 19488 
ind; Ionftanceall be that of our Saviour, 
mentioned by Stu Marches, 22. A. Giveiunta Cghar 
the thing dalug areCeſers Nom tha: this paſſage 
deth not direct and 1 * 
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neſs of War, yet it doth it virtually, and by way of 
conſequence; Our Saviour here commands Tribute 
be paid unto Cxfar, not only for the Support of 
himſelf and Family, but for far greater ends and 
purpoſes; to ſuſtain the Grandeur of Imperial Ma- 
jeſty, the Peace, the Safety, and Happineſs of his 
People and Government. Now this can never be 
done (alt Cireumſtances conſider d) without a 
competent Army; and a competent Army can 
never be ſupported without conſiderable Summs ; 
and ſuch Summs can never be made good without 
Tribute: Therefore Tribute is order d by our Sa- 
viour to be paid unto Cæſar, for the maintaining 
of an Army by which he may be capable to gain 
the true Ends of Government, which is Honour, 
Peace, and Happineſs. mme. 
Now it's — —— to gain th6ſe.Great Ends, 
without the aforeſaid Means, as it is for any Go- 
vernment, to cure or reſtrain Blaſphemy, Perjury, 
Robbery and Murder, without Laws, Judges, ju 
ries, and Executioners: But this laſt is morally 
impoſſible, Zrgo & prius. neu, bor nA 926 
But then again, that War is conſiſtent with 
Chriſtianity, is evident from the Example and Pra- 
tice of the moſt pious Men in all Ages. Now if 


War had been a Sin, holy and good Men would 
never have engaged in it: But we find that Abram, 
Moſes, Foſbua, David, and Foſiah, were great War- 
riours; and therefore it could not be ſinful in it 
lf: For whatever was ſinful, directly and in ſe, was 
as much prohibited under the Old, as under the 
New Law. * 


And 
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And when the Centurion came unto our Savi- 
our for the Cure of his Servant, had ſpoke high- 
ly in his Commendation, and prais'd _ 
his Faith: He did not command 8.1, 13. 
him to forſake his' way of living, as inconſiſtent 
with his future Happineſs ; which he would never 
have omitted if it had. 3 

And the very ſame we may ſay of Cornelius the 
Centurion; notwithſtanding his Profeſſion, the Spi- 
rit of God calls him a juſt and a good 4 
Man, and one that feared God, &c.. err 
But this Character is altogether incompatible with 
a finful Employment. Er. | 

And alſo after our Saviour's Aſcenſion into Hea- 
ven, we ſind in ſeveral Hiſtories, that pious and 
good Men have been engaged in War, even under 
Heathen Emperors: Witneſs the thund'ring Le- 
gion that ſery'd under Marcus Aure- 0 
lius in his German Expedition; by MW... -..- * 
whoſe Prayers and Intreaties God 
was pleaſed miraculouſly to relieve that Army. 
Now theſe would never have engaged in War, if it 
had been a Sin; neither would God have anſwer d 
their Prayers at the Expence of a Miracle. 

This very Doctrine Eaſebius him- „ 
ſelf declar d was the receiv d Opi- 3. Lib. 6. c10. 
nion of his Age; and Baſil, in his 
Oration concerning the Practices of 40 Soldiers 
that ſaffer'd Martyrdom, tells us plainly, that there 
were ſeveral Men (famous for their Piety) who 
| fought under the Conduct of | Heathen Empe- 
| al 


rors : 
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rors: And we find that Hiſtory every where 
abounds with the glorious Characters and At- 
chievements of Chriſtian Princes; ſuch as Cox- 
tant ine, Theouoſſus, Valentiniun, Charles the 
Great, St. Maurice, with his Thebean Legion, and an 
altnaſt infinite number of other good Men, that 
were engaged in War in all Ages; and yet notwith- 
ſtanding this, we cannot meet with one Inſtance; 
wherein any of thoſe Chriſtians, whether Prince? 
or private Men, were reprov'd I Biſhops 
of theſe firſt Ages, for their ſo dug. 

"Nay, ſo far were the Saints ofthe 
Sed ad 27 firſt A; es from War toibe 


feen, n. ünlawvfül, char _— n they en- 
7 ing and 


ſturum, —. — * 8 


SA x ry; beinen — * error 
ama creore/- -yyrant, conlu e 
— —_ (Who was endu d ih 2 
eo nuncium vi- of Prophecy) twherher he ſhould 
_ — 4. eng he rantzand what the Suo- 
8. . hes Civ, Ce To luhich Meſſage 
5. e. he anſwer id; that the Emperor ſnould 
certainih/ obtain the Victory 
Iſnall only add one Ar more * Reaſon 
upon this Head. and ſo paſs on toanſwerſonie Obje- 
ctions that ſeem doit sst this Doctrine. 
If it be law ful then fer any Government to pro- 
885 „ſecure, and Yeſericit. ſelf apninſt illi eſtine 
Ils add Civil Diſotders, und ee ee 
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it muſt be much more lawful todefend it ſelf againſt 
the [nvaſions of a publick Enemy, by the applica- 
tion of all ſuch means as are proper for the repel- 
ling of force, and for the deſtruction of that Power 
which eadeavours to ſubvert and deſtroy the ſame: 
And if fo, then*twill be lawful to engage in War, 
when there's no other way left for the Security of 
Government; for it's abſolutely neceſſary, in or- 
der for the Peace and Happineſs of Mankind, that 
all the Enemies and Diſturbers thereof ſhould be 
ſubdu'd, and brought to condign Puniſhment: This 
is apparently the Law of Nature, and the Practice 
of all Nations; and, conſequently, *tis impoſſible 
that the Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould deſtroy ſuch a 
Principle as this. | 

But that this Doctrine may a with a greater 
Luſtre, Pll remove thoſe Objections which ſeem 
to obſtruct the ſame. 

Firſt, from that of St. Paul to the Romens, A. 
venge not your (elves, but rather give place unto 
wrath ; for tis written Vengeance is mine ( ſaith the 
Lord) and I will repay, Rom. 12. 19. I anſwer: 
This Expreſſion of St. Paul's doth no more conclude 
War to be unlawful, than it doth conclude Judges 
and Magiſtrates to act unjuſtly, when they condemn 
Criminals, or puniſh Diſturbers of the Peace: But 
whenever Judges and Magiſtrates do this, they 
cannot be ſaid properly to revenge themſelves, but 
to execute Juſtice and Judgment,by ſupporting the 
mighty Ends of Government. This Advice then 
of the Apoſtle's holds good, only with regard to 

| | particular 
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particular Perſons, and to ſome private and particu- 
lar Concerns : This the very Context makes plain, 
If it be poſſible, live peaceably with all Mex; intima- 
ting that ſometimes twill be utterly impoſſible for 
us to do this; or ſuppoſing 'twere in our power to 
be at peace with our Adverſaries, yet ſometimes it 
may ſo ha that this we cannot do without vio- 
lating that Tuſlice we owe to God and Man. 
- Secondly, from that of the Prophet /faiah: 7 hey 
ſhall beat their Swords into Ploug hiſhares, and their 
Spears into Pruning-hooks : Nation ſball not lift np 
Sword againſt Nation, neither ſhall they learn Mur 
any more, Ch. 2. 4. Tan{wer :- The Prophet in this 
Pafſage doth not prohibit the Uſe of War, nor the 
Lawfulneſs thereof; but, by way of Prophecy, he 
ſairly repreſents unto us the true State and Nature 
of Chriſt's Spiritual Kingdom; and how much the 
Doctrine of his Goſpel would advance beyond any 
other taſtirution the true Happineſs and Intereſt of 
Mankind. 3 | 
But then again ſome may inſtance and ſay, if an 
univerſal Peace and Charity was to be the diſtin- 
guiſhing Character of Chriſt's Goſpel Kingdom, 
how comes it to paſs that there are fo many Wars 
and Confuſions amongſt Chriſttan Princes; ſo much 
Injuſtice, Rape, and Violence, daily committed by 
thoſe that profeſs to be under that Government? 
Janſwer: The Goſpel of Chriſt is the beſt natur d 
Iaſtitution that ever the World receiv'd , and that 
there is not any one Set of Laws that we know of, 
that was ever ſo well fitted for the Ends of Govern- 
Sh fT1.1 | ment 
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ment as this is. Would but Kings and Subjects 
ſuffer themſelves to be govern'd by ſuch Laws and 
Meaſures as the Goſpel dictates, we ſhould ſoon find 
a quite different Face of things in Chrifendom : Ar 
this rate, there would be nothing to be ſeen but 
Peace (with all the bleſſed Effects of it) in all our 
Aſſemblies, whether publick or private; every one 
ſitting under his own Vine, and enjoying the Fruit 
of his honeſt Labour. The reaſon then why Chriſt's 
Goſpel doth not always promote Peace, eſpecially 
amongſt thoſe who profeſs to believe it, doth not 
happen from any defect in that glorious Inſtitution, 
but from the malignity and wickedneſs of Men's 
Minds and AﬀeCtions ; from that arbitrary Luſt, 
and thoſe unbounded Paſſions, that govern and com- 
mand the inner Man: As St. Zames admirably 
expreſſeth it; From whence come wars and fightings 
amonoft you? Come they not hence, even from thoſe 
luſts that war in jour Members? The Goſpel of 
Chriſt is an excellent Catholicon, an infallible Cure 
for all the diſorders of the Soul, if rightly apply'd; 
but if it don't then gain this end, tis not to be im- 
puted to any inefficacy, or want of virtue in the 
Medicine, but only to the neglective, peeviſh obſti- 
nacy of the Patient. 

A zd and laſt Objection in this Caſe, ſhall be 
that from St. Matthew: But whoſoever ſhall ſmite 
thee on the right cheek, turn to him the 
other alſo: Love your Enemies, and do Cap. 5. 39, & 
good to them that hate you : For all = 44. 
that take the Sword , fall periſh by . 26. 51. 
the Sword, &c. | I 
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' Tanſwer : Theſe, and all other Expreſſions of the 
like nature, are to be conſider'd only with regard 
to Men of a private Capacity; whether we under- 
ſtand em ſub ratione Pracepti vel conſilii; whereby 
our Saviour adviſeth Men rather to Patience, and 
to make uſe of Forgiveneſs, than to purſue thoſe that 
have done em an ill turn with Malice and Revenge; 
becauſe this is generally of worſe conſequence, than 
to forgive the firſt Treſpaſs, or to bear patiently the 
firſt Indignity. But theſe, and ſuch like Expreſſi- 
ons, can by no means belong to Magiſtrates, and to 
ſuch who are in Authority; but to declare War, 
and to purſue it, doth not belong to private Revenge, 
bat to publick Juſtice : And tho! to love our Ene- 
mies be a general Command, belonging as well to 
Mea in a publick as to thoſe that are 1n a private 
Capacity, yet this may very well conſiſt with a 
Judge or an Executioner in the doing of his Office. 

Again, neither do theſe and the like Sayings al- 
ways belong to private Men, as a Command, or as 
a Counſel, but ſometimes the one, and ſometimes 
the other: When they are given as Precepts , 
they re to be underſtood only as they qualifie and 
prepare the Soul, in order to ſweeten and correct 
the moroſities of Nature, and to give Men ſuch a 
meek and quiet Diſpoſition of Mind, as may fit em 
to paſs by Injuries and Affronts, rather than to of- 
tend God. So that to obſerve theſe InjunQions (if 
one [mite thee on the one Check, turn the other 
and if any take thy Coar, let him have thy Cloak 
alſo) are not to be underſtood any otherwiſe, — 

u hen 
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when the Service and Honour of | 
God requires it: For, if we conſider Vindicta enim 
theſe Expreſſions in any other re. 5%“ J 
ſpect, they're only to be underſtood Pl Fat 
as bare Counſel] and Advice; and fat correftionis 
ſometimes ſcarce that; eſpecially _— 
when to yield the other Cheek, and Marc. 

togive my Cloak alſo, hath no other | 
effect than to invite, to tempt, and encourage my 
Adverſary to a ſecond, but worſe Action. | 
Ill only crave leave to ſtart one Queſtion more 
2 will be very proper upon this occaſion) and 
peak directly to the ſame; and ſo conclude this 
Diſcourſe with ſome Reflections upon St. Marys 
and Vigo. BI = 
Seeing then that by the Law of God, of Nature, 
and Nations, tis lawful to invade a Publick Enemy, 
to burn, ruine, and deſtroy, to plunder and ſpoil 
whatever comes within the Invader's reach : The 
Queſtion will be, whether, or not, Temples, Al- 
tars, and all other ſacred Utenſils, devoted to the 
Service of God, do not plead an Immunity in this 
Caſe ? (L e.) Whether all Princes and Generals, 
ought not to protect and guard (as much as in em 
lies) all Perſons and Things Sacred, from military 
Rage and popular Fury? Or whether by the afore- 
ſaid Laus, whatever is ſacred becomes equally a 
Prey to the Conqueror, as well as that which by 

contradiſtinction is call d common or prophane ? 
This Propoſition is ſubtil and nice, attended with 
much Intricacy, becauſe it's problematically ſtated, 
having 
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having powerlul Advocates on both ſides, im, 
pugning and defending the ſame : T ſhall cherefor 
in the firſt place produce ſome Arpgutnents and 
Reaſons, that are brought for the affirmative, and 
then, in the next place, I'll anſwer directly to the 
Queſtion negatively, vis. That tis not lawful to 
plunder and ſpoil ſuch things, as are devoted to the 
Service of God ; and give fuch Reafons and Argu- 
ments for, the Tame, as are concluding, and ad rem. 
 Pompontus the Lawyer aſſerts, That even Things 
ſacred, and devoted to 2 Uſes, (by the Lam of Ma- 
tions) do actually, an juſtly berome rhe Goods of tho 
that tale em: | bee { faith he) Hat makes no di- 
ſtindtion between things ſacred and common; and 
therefore gives à jnſt Title to the one as well as to the 
other : i when any Place is taken, whether by Af. 
fault or Colin, things then (faith he) ceaſe to 
Je ſacred. Thus, when an "Bitery, or Body of Men, 
eld themſelves to another, (being ford thereto by 
the Fate of War) whatever they were poſſeſs'd of at 
the time f Capitulation, muſt unavoidably become 
theirs to whom they yield, . __ ; 
In oppolitiqn therefore to this Opinion, I ſhall 
.modeſtly offer theſe few. things : Tho? it be true 
what this Great Man faith, That War makes no 
diſtinction; and that it confounds and ſhuffles all 
things 5 Ruouliy together, whether prophane 
or ſacred; yet the conſequence is lame, and the 
concluſion illogical; thereſore the Invader hath 
an equal Right to both; (i. e.) as well to thoſe 
Things that are ſacred, and devoted to the 
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of God, as to that which is otherwiſe : - For'tis no 
ways feaſible, nor indeed to be ſuppos'd, that any 
Man can alienate, confer, or give away any Right 

or Title to any thing (to any Man 
Regula item whatſoever) who hath no manner of 
plus juris in Right and Title to the ſame thing, at 
alium transfer- the ſame time. This is an undoubted 
. quam Maxim amongſt all Lawyers, as be- 
ling. lb. 2 ths, ing one of the chiefeſt Principles of 
Reaſon : But this is our caſe, as to 
things ſacred and holy ; they are alienated andgi- 
ven to God, devored to his Worſhip, ſeparated and 
ſet apart for his Service and Honour; and there- 
fore, ipſo momento, that they are thus alienated, he 
or they that have devoted and conſecrated the ſame 
to God,do, by virtue of that alienation, for ever after 
forfeit all manner of Claim, Right, and Pretenſion 
to the ſame. Now, as to the caſe in hand, ſuppoſe a 
Town were yielded, wherein there were many 
Temples adorn'd with many rich, but ſacred Uten- 
ſils, thoſe very Men that yielded the Town, with all 
the Riches and Efi:Qs thereof, yet they have (pro- 
perly ſpeaking) neither Right nor Power to give to 
the Conqueror thoſe Temples, nor the ſacred U- 
tenſils thereof. | 
But ſome may inſtance, and ſay, admit, or let it 
be granted, that thoſe Men (that yield to the Con 
queror all their ſecular Concerns and Int'reſts have 
no manner of Power or Right to transfer to the 
Conqueror Things ſacred, and dedicated to God; 


yet may not the Conqueror by the Law of War 
a 
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and by the Right of theSword,claim theſe as his due? 

I anſwer negatively that they cannot, that is law- - 
fully, and by the Law of God : For no Man can, or 
ought in reaſon, to claim any Title or Property to 
any thing ſacred, except he's well aſſur d (of what's 
impoſſible to be known) that God hath reſign d all 
manner of Right, Claim, Title, and Pretenſion to 
ſuch things devoted to him. 

I do not ſpeak here what the Sons of Violence 
may do, (for indeed what is it they may not do) 
but what it is they may do lawfully. All Things 
ſacred to the Worſhip of Cod are intirely and tran- 
ſcendently his, either by his own immediate A p- 
pointment, or elſe by the immediate appointment of 
thoſe whom he: hath ſeparated from the World in an 
eminent and extraordinary manner to wait at his 
Altar, and to conſeerate both Perſons and Things 
for his Worſhip and Service. Now, in this caſe, 
no Man (even by the Law of War) can have any 
Right to that which is God's by the moſt ſolemn ap- 
propriation ; except he'll dare to-invade the Divine 
Prerogative, to attack Heaven, and to plunder Om- 
nipotence, (if I may ſoſpeak :) For if, according to 
the Opinion of the moſt judicious Canoniſts and Ci- 
vilians; Oppignerari autem non poſſunt res Religioſe ; 
(i. e Things:ſacred cannot be pamn d or pledg'd; how 
much more ſacrilegious. and unlawful will it be, 
for any Man to appropriate that to a private or 
common uſe, which was ſolemnly devoted to the 
dervice of God? Things once dedicated to the 
MW'orfhip of. God, can never be revers d, never (pro- 
A. - | perly 
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perly ſpeaking) alienated to common Uſes; they 
may indeed be prophaned by ill Men, ſully d and 
abuſed by ſacrilegious Hands, as the Veſſels of the 
Temple were. by the Debauches of King Belſhaz- 
zar's. Court ; but: the CharaQter's indelible, and 
conſequently can never ceaſe, whilſt the Thing's in 
Being. Irreligious Monſters may erect their En- 
ſigns. in the Houſe of God, defile his Sanctuary by 
their Wickedneſs, break down all the carved Work 
and Ornaments thereof with. Axes and Hammers, 
turn God's Houſe into a Stable, or a Den of 
Thieves, (as did Genſer icus the andal. Teens enim 
Prince inthe e Carthage; and fo edes Sacre . 
as did our godly Reformers, in the — — 
late unhappy Anarchy of 41.) but yet aificio ſucer ad- 
the relative SanQity remains, mau- be manet. Pa. 
gre all the Aſſaults of Infidels, the | 
bold Attempts of Enthuſiaſm to the contrary. ; - 
But tis probable that ſome may reply, and ſay, 
that there is to be found in Hiſtory. many Inſtances 
to the contrary; and that ſeveral Men well skilld- 
in the Laws have been of different Sentiments. 
Ihus Pauſanias tells us, that whoever they were 
that conquered Cities, all Things ſacred were as 
much at their diſpoſal, as the Cities themſelves, 
and he inſtances in the taking of Zroy: M hen (ſaith 
he) that glorious Place was ſack'd, a famous Image ſa- 
cred to Hercemian Jove was given to Sthenelus, one 
of the Grecian Captains, as a Reward for. his Merit 
and Service, And Thucydides, in the 4th Book of his 
Hiſtory tell us, that this was a common Practice a- 
mongſt the Grecians, that whatever Conqueſts wary, 
. made 
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made, whether large or little, that all Things ſaered 
belonging to the ſame, became the Conquerors. 
And of the very fame Opinion we find Plutarch to 
be, in the Life of Tiberius Gracchus : There's nothi, 

- (faith he) ſo ſacred as that which is dedicated to the 
Honour of the Gods; and yet upon occaſion it's lawful 
to make uſe of theſe, neither is there any Inhibition for 
tranſporting the ſame. And Tacitus giving an ac- 
count how Germanicus treated the Marſs, when 
he ſubdued that barbarous Nation: Ceſar (faith he) 

| © having divided his plundring Legion, 
fan 7 into four Parts, in order to make 4 
„ culdberri. more effe@ual devaitation, for the ſpace 
mum illis gen- of 75 miles he deſtroyed all with Fire 
7 — and Sword, ſparing neither Age nor 
| Ta voc aban Sex, Ti hings profane nor ſacr He 
jor equantur, [levelled with the Ground the Temple 
hf Yr tall Tanfane, ſo mich E: by 
C a 
- /F ſhall therefore, for brevity's fake, omit other 
Inſtances of this nature, and anſwer to what's pro- 
pos'd and laid down already; and becauſe all theſe | 
Objections here made are of the ſelf-fame nature and 
tendency, I preſume and conclude that one Anſwer 
will attone for all. | gk 
Tis true whatever's here objected, is plain Mat- 
ter of Fact, being atteſted with no leſs Evidence 
$ than is an impartial Relation of the moſt celebra- 
1 ted Hiſtorians of thoſe Ages they lived in: Howe- 
s - ver the Anſwer will be very eaſie, if we do but con- 
| ſider the far different Circumſtances of Heatheniſm 
and Chriſtianity. FE I 


Paganiſm 
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Paganiſm indeed had Temples, Altars, Prieſts, 
and Sacrifice; (theſe always being Relatives) but 
theſe were as ſuppoſititious, as falſe and ſcandalous 
as the Deity they ador'd, or the Gods they ſerv'd : 
Such as their Gods were, ſuch were their Tem- 
ples, their Prieſts and Altars, and all their ſacred 
Utenſils z but their Gods were counterfeit, a 
Dream, the Birth and Iſſue of Poetick Rage; and 
conſequently, twas impoſlible to violate, or to pro- 
fane thoſe Perſons and Things (which either had 
no Exiſtence, or ſuppoſing they had) were more 
wicked and ungod-like than thoſe that plunder'd 
and deſtroy d em. Pagan-Temples, Prieſts, and 
Altars, were conſecrated to Dzmon-worſhip, or to 
the Service of Devils; and therefore twas no Sa- 
crilege, no Rapine or Injuſtice to ſpoil and ruine the 
ſame; For whoever they be who endeavour to de- 
ſtroy Idolatry (ſuch as the Heathen Worſhip was) 
altho' it be done with a principal Deſign to ſerve 
_ themſelves, yet implicitly and virtually ſpeaking, 
it may properly be call'd a good Work, foraſmuch 
as this contributes in ſome meaſure to introduce 
and lay the Foundation of a better Religion. 

But as for Chriſtianity, 'tis the moſt rational 
and the pureſt Inſtitution that ever appear d in this 
World : *Tis ſuch a Religion as God himſelf is plea- 
| fed to own, by declaring that he's the Author of it; 
and by atteſting all the Truths therein contained, 
with an inconteſtable Set of Miracles. Now, as 
God is the Author of the Chriſtian Religion,(7.e.)ot 
-all its On Doctrines; ſo in like manner 
he hath conſecrated and ſet apart a _ 

umber 
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Number and Order of Mankind, to inſtruct and 
govern all thoſe who live within the Laws of that 
Inſtitution; and hath promiſed to aſſiſt and ſupport 
the ſame until the Conſummation of all things. So 
that there's a vaſt difference between Paganiſm 
and Chriſtianity ; the one's inſtituted by Devils, 
the other by God ; Chriſtianity's a pure, a holy, 
and a good Religion, Paganiſm's a cruel, a bloo- 
dy, a vile, and an ungodly Religion, if I may fo 
call it: The Miniſters, the Temples, the Altars, 
and other things devoted to the Service of God un- 
der the Goſpel, are holy, and are not to be ſepara- 

ted from that Worſhip, to which they were dedi - 
cated; but Pagan-Prieſts, Temples, Altars, and o- 
ther Utenſils, they re abominable, not having the 
leaſt Shadow of true Sanctity, being all contrary to 
the Laws of God, and obnoxious to his Vengeance 
in this, and the other World. Now, tho' Pagan- 
Temples and Altars were plundered and ſpoiled, 
deſtroyed and ruined, according to the foregoing 
Inſtances, yet this is no Argument that Chriſtian 
Temples may; that thoſe Things ſacred to the 
Worſhip of the True God, may be profaned and 
violated by the Sons of Men, becauſe thoſe Things 
that were devoted to the Worſhip of Idols were. 
This will be a very weak Argument, and a falſe 
Concluſion, except we'll prefer a falſe to a true 
Religion, the Worſhip of Devils to the Worſhip 
of God: And if this be ſo, then the conſequence 
mult be, That tho! it be lawful to plunder Hea- 
then Temples and Altars, to deſtroy, or take a- 
way whateyer's devoted to their Idolatrous and 
| Superſtitious 
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Superſtitious Uſes; yet it doth not follow, that 
therefore 'tis lawful to plunder, or ſpoil thoſe Tem- 
ples and Altars that belong to the True God; or 
to alienate ſuch Things as are conſecrated to his 
Honour, to any private Intereſt or ſecular Con- 
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Having thus briefly cleared what 7 * ofed at firſt, I 
[hall conclude this Diſcourſe wit — modeſt Re- 
flections upon St. Mary's and Vigo. 


M Saturday the 15th of Auguſt, our Army 
6. being landed under the Auſpicious Conduct 
of his Grace the Duke of Ormond, on Sunday the 
16th they march d to /a Rota, being diſtant from 
the Place where they landed about two Leagues: 
Near which Town the Duke was pleaſed to order 
that the Army ſhould encamp, in order to refreſh 
themſelves, to wait for the landing of the Dra- 
goons and Artillery; and to receive ſuch Orders 
and Inſtructions, as were abſolutely neceſſary for 
that Junture, For tho' the Duke had landed an 
Army of Regular Troops, yet it was not with any 
Deſign to invade, to ravage and deſtroy the Sa- 
.niards, but to protect them in all their Rights and 
Privileges, as well Sacred as Civil. Now this was 
abſolutely neceſſary, not only with regard to the 
Motives and Reaſons of the Deſcent, but alſo with 
reſpect to the Army, that both Officers and Sol- 
diers might know how to behave themſelves, ac- 
.cording to the firſt Intention of their going thi- 
ther; but without all Controverſie this was to 
be underſtood conditionally, upon this account 
| that. 
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that the Spaniards would receive and treat them as 
their Friends and Allies; but if they ſhould en- 
deavour to oppoſe em, and to join the French Par- 
tizans, then the Exgliſb and Dutch were free from 
their Engagements; nor was it reaſonable that 
upon this ſcore they ſhould be reſponſible for any 
Misfortune or Calamity that would unavoidably 
follow ſuch a refuſal. 8 

The Conſideration of this Clauſe one might 
reaſonably ſuppoſe would be of great conſequence, 
in order to clear any doubt or ſcruple about the 
plundering of St. Marys. | 

And therefore, I preſume, 'twill not be im- 
roper to ſet down the Declaration at large, as 
is Grace was pleaſed to order the Publication 
of it at his firſt coming on the Spariſh Coaſt. 


—_ 


1 


Auguſt the 2 1ſt. N. S. 


HAT whereas Her Majeſty the Queen of 
Great Britain, having been pleaſed to give 
him the Command of tbe Forces, which Her Majeſty 

joined with thoſe of the States General, for af- 
ſer rug the Rights of the Houſe of Auſtria, in pur- 
ſaauck of their Treaties of Alliance with the Empe- 
ror : His Grace judged it 'neceſſary before he made 
uſe of the ſaid Forces, to declare that he did not come 
thither to poſſeſs himſelf of any place of the Spaniſh 
Monarchy in the Name of Her Majeſty, or of the 
States General of the United Provinces; or to intro- 
due 
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duce therein the uſual e ind Calamities of 
Mar, by the way of Conqueſt, but rather to defend the 
good and loya! Subjects of the ſaid Monarthy, and 
to free them 2 the inſapportable Slavery where- 
to they are brought, aud fold th Prance, 5 ſomt 
diſaffetted Perſons. Wherefore the Deſign of Hey 
Mi and the States General, being only to af 
ſert the Rights of the Houſe of Auſtria, His Grate 
declared, that all good, Spatiiards that ſboulil not 
oppoſe his Forces, * be protetted in their Per. 
ſons, Eſtates, Privileges, Religion, & . Bat if 
contrary to Expectation, they did not toncur with 
Her Majeſty's and the States General good Intention, 
His Grace took Go to 1. „that then the Ho- 
ftilities committed by hit ander his Com 
mand mu} be laid on the Spaniards themſelves; 
who having jo fair an Opportunity to ſbem their 
Loyalty, and to follow the Motives of their Ob- 
lioations and Tnrereff, refuſed to embrace it. 


On #ridesy the ziſt, the Army under his 
Graces Command march'd into St. Marys, all 
the Troops quartering within the Town, except 
. 4 Battalions that encamp'd without, in order to 

prevent a Surprize. On the 25th the Army mar. 
ched out, and encamped at St: Vitloria, about a 
Mile from St. Marys; and the Day following the 
aforeſaid Declaration was read by the Provoſt- 
Martial at the Head of every Battalion, and tho- 
rough the Town; ſtrictly prohibiting any Perſon 

1 5 | to 
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to plunder (of what Character ſoever) upon no 
leſs Penalty than that of Death. - <4 e 

Thus his Grace uſed all that Precaution and 
Conduct, all thoſe wiſe and engaging Arts that 
became a brave and an experienced General, o- 
mitting no Method or Opportunity whereby he 
might gain the Spaniards to a true Senſe of their 
Duty, and to undeceive them in their vain and foo- 
liſh adhering to the Intereſt of the Houſe of Bowrbos. 

Now, ſeeing that the Spaniards rejected all thoſe 
kind Propoſals, which were made them by Her 
Britiſh Majeſty, and the States General ; were bent 
and fully reſolved to oppoſe the Deſign of our De. 
ſcent, to defeat the very End of our coming thither : 
And ſeeing they appear'd actually in Arms againſt 
us, and withſtood our Troops as much as in them 
lay, (and by conſequence forfeited by their [> doing 
all manner of Claim, Right, Title, or Pretenſion 
to any of the aforeſaid Advantages contain'd in the 
Declaration) I cannot conceive it's poſſible to 
make any Apology for the Speniaras in this Caſe , 
nor do I underſtand how any material Obje&ion 
can be made againſt the Army for plundering of 
St. Mary's. 5 Y 

Tis true, I muſt confeſs there were ſome Diſor- 
ders committed in the plund”ring of St. Mary's (for 
in ſuch Caſes tis almoſt impoffible to think other- 
wiſe ) but this did not happen from any want of 
ConduQt in his Grace; for (as I hinted before) he 
did every thing that became the moſt prudent and 
experienc'd General ; I this was chiefly _ 

| one 
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oned by the univerſal Abdication of the Inhabitants 


from the Proximity of our Troops, but particularly 
from the rich and mighty Spoil of that great Town. 


But to go on to that gf Vigo. 


On Monday and Tueſday, the 14th and 15th of 
September, our Troops were imbark'd with our 
Artillery and Horſes ; and on Sunday the 20th, a- 
bout two in the Morning, we weigh'd ; and on the 
25th, the Admiral receiv'd. Advice that the Sani 
Galleons, with the French Men of War, were at an 
Anchor ia Vigo Harbour: Upon which having 
calld a Councitof War, in order to concert and de- 
termine the management of that Affair, twas forth- 
with reſolv'd to attack the ſaid Forts and Ships; 
which Reſolve was put in execution on Monday the 
12th of October, about three in the aſternoon. 

The French indeed fir d very ſmartly from ſeve- 
zal Batteries, that they had raiſed in order to ob- 
ſtruct our Attempt; and, to render the thing more 
difficult, beſides the Boom that was ſtretch d from 
fide to fide, they had moor'd two Ships Head and 
Stern (as Batteries to rake us fore and aft) having. 
78 and and 70 Guns; the firſt being then com- 
manded by their Admiral, now Mareſchal Chateau- 
renault, call d the Le Fort; and the other, ( Eſperance, 
2 Ship taken from the Eng liſh in the late War. 

And as our Ships were making ready to go in, 
our Troops were landed, in order to march to the 


back- part of the South- Fort, that we attacking em 
on 


arg 
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on every fide, the Conqueſt might be the more ea- 


fie. This Project being well laid, the Succeſs was 
anſwerable : For upon the approach of the Van of 


our Army, a great part of the French were oblig'd 


to quit their Guns, that they might be the better 
able to guard their Trenches and Outworks againſt 
us; but, after ſome Diſpute, our Granadeers, by a 
mighty Bravery , forced the French from their 
Outworks, and made themſelves Maſters of the 
Fort: We loſt in this ſhort, but noble Action, 
Capt. Ramſey, with ſome of our Granadeers; be- 
ſides there were ſome Centlemen of Character 
wounded, viz. Col. Seymour, Col. Pierce, Capt. 
Talmaſh, & c. This laſt Gentleman was ſo dange- 
rouſſy wounded, that the Shot went almoſt quite 
thorough, the Ball being cut out near the Spine 
do: ſi. All the Freuch and Spaniards that were in 
this Fort, were either kill'd, or made Priſoners of 
War: As for the Galician Militia, they run all a- 
way upon the very firſt approach of our Army, 
without almoſt firing one Shot; and upon a mo- 
deft computation, they that were then preſent 
were reputed to be atleaſt 15000 : But fo far were 
theſe Spaniards from aſfiſting the French, that ſeve- 
ral of the French that fled to 'em for Safety, were 
robb d, kill'd, and ſtripp'd by them; being treated 
with the ſame Barbarity with which they did thoſe 
Dutch and Engliſh that fell into their Power : up- 
on which I heard Monſieur Daliegre (Commander 
of the L aſſure, who was Rear-Admiral pro illi 
vice) declare; that the Haniards were a pack of 


mere: 
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mere Poltrons; and that he was extreamly ſorry, 
that his Maſter the King of France ſhould be any 
way ccncern'd directly, or indirectly, with ſuch a 
Set of Scoundrels as they were. 

But that I may be brief, and return to the Point 
in hand: This was probably, for the time being, 
one of the warmeſt Diſputes in the World (I 
mean by Sea) conſidering thoſe few Ships that 
firſt made the Attack, and underwent the burden 
of that day: As for Vice-Admiral Hopſon, he be- 
haved himſelf in that Action with all that Courage 
and Conduct, with that Reſolution and Preſence 
of Mind, which became a brave Engliſb- Man, and 
for which he deſerves for ever to be ranked amongft 
thole Mighty Heroes, who have ventured their 
Lives, and all that's dear to them for the Honour 
and Safety of their Country. 

As for what Quantity of Gold and Silver (whe- 
ther form'd or unform'd) the Spaniards had car- 
ried off clear before our Forces had marched to 
Roaendelli, tis very uncertain ; nor can we our 
ſelves well account what we have got from them, 
becauſe ſeveral conſiderable Summs of Money, and 
Quantities of Plate have fallen into ſome Private 
Hands (particularly amongſt the Deſpotick, Tar- 
pawlin Commanders.) 

For the moſt conſiderable Part of that Wealth 
which the Spaniards left, was aboard their Ships; 
and there was none who had either Opportunity 
or Conveniency to go on board the ſame, except 


the Sea · Captains, or thoſe that were de * by 
em: 
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them; ſo that whatever Riches were found either 
between Decks, or in the great Cabbin, immedi- 
ately fell into their Hands; and what theſe Summs 
were, tis impoſſible to determine: For, in this 
Caſe, no doubt the Captains were very ſilent, it 

being their Concern to conceal what they had 
got; and, without Controverſie, the Lieutenants, 
with other Officers, and the Boat's Crew, were 
all very zealous to plunder for themſelves. Nay, 
not only ſo, but *tis probable that in this hurry and 
confuſion of Affairs, fome Bulk might be broke, 
and ſeveral things of conſiderable Value taken 
thence. | 3 
As for thoſe Confuſions and Diſorders that at- 
tended the Sea - Plunderers in Vigo- Harbour; they 
were in ſome meaſure equal, if not ſuperiour to 
thoſe of St. Mary's; for according to that of 
the Satyriſt, Dat veniam Corvis, The greater 
Fiſb devour'd the leſs: And we all know that in 
this Caſe tis in vain to offer any Argument, or to 
ſuppoſe that the moſt convincing Reaſon can be 
any Bar or Plea in Law; when he to whom the 
ſame is offered, is both Judge and Party. Theres 
always a neceſſity of complying with that Power 
(let it's Proceedings be never fo arbitrary) from 
which there's no Appeal; or admitting there were, 
that yet tis not practicable for ſuch a time. 
I ſhall add but one brief Reflection more, and it 
* ſhall be that of Her Majeſty's laſt Gracious Speech 
to both Houſes of Parliament : Wherein Her Ma- 
jeſty hath been * pleaſed to deelare, That 
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= freely foßego all thoſe Advantages, which 
otherwiſe do Right appertain to her, in order 
to the: ow —— of all thoſe that do 
belong cd Her Royal Navy. This certainly doth 
not only: beſpeak the Gremed of-her Soul, but al- 
fo that mighty Zeal and Affection, that indiſpu ta- 
+ble Love and Beneficence, which Her Majeſty 
bears to all Her Subjects: So that upon this Ac- . 
count I may juſtly ſay of our Queen, what 

once was ſaid of that Incomparable Emperor 

* Antoninus Pius; That when once he -undertook 

to be Emperor, he then laid aſide the Intereſt. 

and Proprieties of a private Perſon , (i. e. be de- 

voted his own particular, and private Concerns 

for the advancement of the FPublick. This is 

ſuch an undeniable Inſtance of the Reality of 

Her Majeſty's Affection for all Her Subjects R 

that I am confident there's. no room left for Diſ- 

pute in this Caſe. IS 


Having thus boiſhed this "WY but impar- 
tial Scheme of Thoughts , I ſhall cloſe all with 
my hearty Wiſhes, That Queen Anne may 
live long; and that She may never want Suc- 
Fx ccls;againſt her Enemies : That Her Majeſty may 
— Abe zealous to reward Bravery and Ju- 
Rigg... and to puniſh Cowardiſe and Villany ; 
vill undoubtedly retrieve our ancient 
— *twill furbiſh, and brighten, the ſink- 
ing Glory of our Anceſtors : This. will guard 
us 
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us againſt the Inſults of Haughty Zewis, of aſpi - 
ring France. In ſhort, this will ſtrengthen our 
Arms, fix all our Reſolutions, confirm our En- 
deavours, make us a Terror to our Enemies; and, 
at laſt, prove the moſt eſſectual Means, in order 


to procure an Honourable and a Laſting Peace. 


March the 207th. 


1703. 
FINIS. 


E RR A T A. 


Age 6. Line 9. read Eſbeol. P. 9. in the Marg. r. commoda. P. 1 l. 
in the Marg. r. quem. P. 18. I. 23. r. abundante. P. ig. l. 20. 


r. Nil. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Ivil Polity. A Treatiſe concerning the Nature of Government; 
wherein the Reaſons of that great Diverſity to be obſerv'd in 
the Cuſtoms, Manners, and Ufages of Nations, are Hiſtorically ex- 
plained : And Remarks made upon the in our Engliſh Con- 
ſtitution ; and the different Meaſures of our ſeveral Kings, in Ove. 
Three Hiſtorical Eſſays: Vi7. 1. Proves the Title of the Kings of 
England to the Crown of France ; and vacates the Law Salique. 
2. Delineates the Titles of the Houſes of Lori, and Lancaſter, to the 
Crown of England: With the Great Miſchiefs, and Chief Reaſons of 


the Alternate duceeſſes of thoſe Titles. 3. Derives the Title of King 


Henry the Seventh, with his Pedigree and Iſſue. The Union of the 

Two Houſes in Him; with the Union of the Two Kingdoms in King 

ames : How far He proceeded therein to the farther uniting of them: 

And how far it was proſecuted in King Charles the Second's Time, 

Written ſome Years ſince by Tho. Staveley, Eſq; in Quarto. Price 6 d. 

Both lately printed for Richard Wilkin, at the King's Head in 
St, Paul's Church-yard, 
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